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Paws-Ability held its First Annual Celebrity Golf Tournament April 24 on 

the St. James Members Course in Southport, North Carolina.  The outing 

included a Captainôs Choice golf tournament followed by appetizers, a 

complimentary wine bar, an internationally-themed dinner and a silent 

auction. 

First place in the tournament was taken by the team of Martha Koletar, 

Joe Koletar, Dianne Mann and Mitzi York.  Dale Smith, Jeff Jackson,  

Maury Heim and Phil Verrett comprised the second place team.  Will 

Hickman, Chris Rodger, Jon Thrift and Jose Hardee placed third. 

One hundred  thirty-three golfers participated in the afternoon 

tournament.   This was a sell-out event with over 175 golfers and dinner guests enjoying the festivities after the 

event.  Celebrities Sheriff John Ingram, local author Jack DeGroot and ñdognitaryò Sydney Morgan were on 

hand to greet golfers and participate in the festivities.  The silent auction resulted in 58 lots sold, the proceeds of 

which contributed substantially to the funds raised.  Scores of volunteers were on hand to ensure all went 

smoothly before and during the event. 

The venue in Southport gave the organization an opportunity to attract new members and business supporters 

from the central part of Brunswick County. 

Proceeds from this, Paws-Abilityôs most profitable event to date, will be distributed among Brunswick County 

animal welfare organizations to fund their extraordinary expenses. 

By Carol Weaver 

By 

Inside this issue: 

Presidentôs  Message 2 

Wag Shag Scheduled  3 

Pixie  3 

The Plight of the Black Cat  4 

Paws-Ability Donations through July 1, 
2010 

5 

Have You Considered Volunteering?  7 

Kelseyôs Corner 8 

Paws-Ability is a volunteer based nonprofit 
organization that raises money to aid 
existing animal shelters and animal rescue 
groups within Brunswick County, North 
Carolina.  
 
Paws-Ability also promotes responsible pet 
ownership and  educates the public on 
legislative issues of concern to our 
community regarding companion animals.  

ñDognitaryò Sydney and some of the 

volunteers had the chance to relax 

following lunch once the golf tournament 

got underway. 



Paws-Ability continues the battle to help the forgotten and 

abandoned animals of Brunswick County.  Most of these animals 

are tossed aside by their owners because they are not the right 

color, got too big, keep having babies, shed, take too much time 

and energy to walk and feed, the owner just got tired of having 

themé the list goes on and on.  The truth is there is nothing 

wrong with most of these animals.  It is the humans who have the 

problems, yet the animals who suffer as a result.  

We will miss our friend Amadeus, who lost his battle to cancer 

recently.  The ñPet Me Safelyò books he and his mother Mary 

Dixon wrote together will help get his message out as we 

continue our efforts to educate the families who choose to adopt 

their next best friend through Tails U Win and SOAR. 

If you are feeling down or having a tough day, take a look at the list of animals who have received a second 

chance at life without pain, fear, neglect and abuse, thanks to your donations of both money and time on their 

behalf.  If this doesnôt make you feel better, nothing will!  Our list of funds recipients document how important 

it is that we continue our efforts.   

Our first annual golf tournament was our most ambitious fundraiser to date.  The tournament was held at 

beautiful St. James Members Club and was a huge success!  This success was largely due to supporters and the 

many volunteers who worked under Sharon Smithôs expert direction to make the day both memorable and 

profitable.  

Although a very hot day, the second annual adoption fair in May saw two cats and three dogs find their very 

own forever homes!  Diana, John and Quami and crew served up some great hot dogs from the grill 

throughout the day and Carol White, a new member, was able to introduce many new mouths to her delicious 

healthy homemade dog treats!  What a great day all around, thanks to Greenup Landscaping and Cheri 

McLain. 

Our adoption boards are permanently housed at Ace Hardware in Calabash and in Frank Theatre in Shallotte.  

Ronna Graham and Linda Adams continue to donate their time and efforts to update these boards each week, 

giving animals in our shelters one more avenue to find that perfect home.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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Cameron Brand continues to work on her childrenôs Petucation program for elementary schools in Brunswick 

County.  Cameron strives to teach responsible pet ownership to children who might otherwise never know what 

that means.  A seed planted in a childôs mind has so much potential to create change.   

Our mission is simple.  With your help, Paws-Ability will continue to grow and make a difference in the life of 

one animal at a time.  I hope each member and supporter will feel a sense of accomplishment and joy when you 

think about the difference we have made in the lives of these animals.  If you are not a member or supporter, and 

wish to be, please visit our website to join our efforts.   

Thank you for your support in our efforts and I hope to see you at Wag Shag! 

Janie Withers 

President 

Wag Shag Scheduled for October 24 

It is already time to get ready for Paws-Abilityôs Third Annual Wag Shag.  This year, 

plan to take your dog to lunch under the big tent on the Sea Trail Convention grounds on 

Sunday, October 24.  As always, the humans will have a buffet lunch, and the canines 

will have the chance to compete in several contests.  With Wag Shagôs proximity to 

Halloween, we expect an outstanding doggy costume turnout! 

The Wag Shag committee needs volunteers to help prepare for the event and especially to 

help during Wag Shag itself.  Among the available positions are registration, manning the 

membership table, selling raffle tickets and handing out door prizes.  If you can help out, 

please contact me at graceschroeder@ec.rr.com or 910-393-9312. 

By Grace Schroeder 

Wag Shag Chair 

Pixie 

One of the hardest things to overcome when setting up a trap/neuter/release program is 

peoplesô feelings toward feral cats.  They believe the cats are aggressive, dangerous animals, 

but most ferals not only are not aggressive, they are afraid of people.   

This is Pixie.  She was a feral kitten on Ocean Isle Beach.  She was 

trapped when she was about eight to ten weeks old and brought to 

Cat Tails a week later.  After a few days of rather hesitant interaction 

with people, Pixie decided she liked the attention.  She also decided 

she loved belly rubs!  She has been adopted and is very happily 

living as a family pet. 

By Trish Kelley 

Managing Director, Cat Tails Cat Adoption Services 

mailto:graceschroeder@ec.rr.com


ñNo, I Donôt Want a Black Cat.ò 

At Cat Tails, we hear that all the time.  Black cats and dogs usually spend 

the longest time in shelters.  Black and mostly black cats represent about 

9% of our adoptions, but about 30% of our adult population.  We know 

that a black catôs chance of being adopted decreases with age and size.  

There are many theories as to why black coated animals donôt get 

adopted more frequently. 

The first is superstition.  Black cats are often used to represent evil.  People donôt 

want a black cat to cross their path.  Black cats are bad luck.  Superstitions about 

black cats are among the most widely known today.  But in other countries, black cats 

are considered good luck.  In England, a black cat appearing on your doorstep bears 

good luck as does letting one into your house. 

Second, people donôt see black cats.  They donôt show up in a cage since there isnôt 

any bright color to attract attention.  If I ask someone to count the cats in one of our 

rooms, they usually donôt count the black cats unless the cats are moving around.  

Black cats donôt even photograph well.  Their pictures often show only a silhouette 

and the features donôt show up.  Perhaps adopters could concentrate on eye color 

since a black catôs eyes seem brighter.  At Cat Tails we have black cats with eyes that 

are gold, yellow, orange and green. 

Third, there are so many black and mostly black cats that adopters donôt pay any 

attention to them.  Seeing so many black cats makes people think they must be less 

desirable so they go look for the brightly colored tabbies and calicos. But the Cat Tails 

volunteers know that black cats are frequently among the sweetest in temperament 

and they often adopt them.  Michael, a Sunday volunteer, just adopted Taz, a four year 

old black cat who is overweight and has a clipped ear and a broken tail and the best 

personality ever! 

The next time you walk into a shelter, give some notice to the black coated animals.  

If you give them a chance to show off their personality, you might find your new best 

friend in that crowd. 

By Trish Kelley 
 

The Plight of the Black Cat 

ñPeople donôt 

want a black 

cat to cross 

their path.  

Black cats are 

bad luck.ò 
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Paws-Abilityôs  next meeting:  

August 31, 2010 

 6:30 p.m. 

Ocean Isle Beach Town Hall 



When we say that each Paws-Ability member has cause to feel proud of their 

contributions of time, effort and funds, consider the impact your involvement 

has had upon the otherwise forgotten cats and dogs of Brunswick County. 

The funds donated by Paws-Ability since we began our efforts are: 

2008    -           Over $11,000  

2009    -           Over $21,000 

As of July 1, Paws-Ability has already donated over $23,000 this year alone!  

One day at a time, we are making a difference in the lives of so many animals.    

These donations have provided: 

Much needed funds for our local rescue groupsô equipment needs; 

Funds for the medical care of animals in these rescue shelters; 

Funds for training dogs in these shelters to help make them more adoptable; 

Funds for animals affected by our local domestic violence pet protection 

program; and 

Funds to support a new program to teach responsible pet ownership to our children. 

To further personalize how our members have made life much better for so many animals, here are some specifics 

concerning how 2010 funds were spent: 

14 Kurunda beds were donated to SOAR kennels.  These beds keep the animals off the cold cement floor in 

winter time.  

Gravel for Pawôs Place was needed in order to meet North Carolina requirements for rescue facilities. 

Three months of training was provided to SOAR by Amy Van Dyne.  Dogs who receive this training are much 

more likely to be adopted. 

Five large and five small dog houses were provided for Pawôs Place. 

Oliver is a blind Pug who was surrendered to foster care after a large dog attacked him.  He was subsequently 

adopted. 

Katie, a Shih Tzu, had severe skin issues.  She was treated and adopted.  Her new mother says ñThank you for 

helping Katie.ò 

G.I. Jane had been shot and abandoned and required surgery.  She lived for several months at Capeside Animal 

Hospital.  Jane died recently, but was loved and cared for until that time. 

Emma was abandoned after being strangled.  She was treated for heartworms and severe anemia with Furever 

Friends and subsequently adopted. 

Clementine required surgery while she was with Furever Friends.  She has since been adopted. 

Bernie required heartworms treatment and now has a forever home. 

Tuckerôs owner surrendered him.  We funded needed dental surgery.  He has been adopted. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Fluffy with one of her kittens.  They 

are available for adoption at 

Cat Tails. 
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Rusty, a 12 year old dog, was surrendered to Animal Control after his senior owner died.  He received much 

needed dental treatment and treatment for skin problem and has been adopted. 

Molly, a small Shih Tzu, was owner-surrendered with mange, an eye infection, ear infection and severe skin 

issues.  She was treated and subsequently adopted. 

Lexi, a puppy mill survivor, had a dislocated shoulder and suffered from extreme neglect in the puppy 

mill.  She had two surgeries. She has been adopted and is living the good life now.  

Pete was a puppy found at Animal Control with distemper and parvo.  He was humanely euthanized. 

Fred and Wilma were found at the Southport dump, emaciated and very frightened. Fred had a large tumor 

removed from his leg.  Wilma has been adopted and Fred is still available through Furever Friends.  

Target sustained three gunshot wounds.  We paid for his surgery and he has been adopted through Furever 

Friends. 

Lady was treated for severe ear infections and has been adopted through Furever Friends. 

Levi required surgical repair.  He was subsequently adopted through Furever Friends. 

Cooper was chained and starving.  Following treatment, he was adopted through Furever Friends. 

Olive was abandoned and starving.  She received treatment, recuperated and was adopted through Furever 

Friends. 

Molly is a hound who had been abandoned and was near starvation. She has been treated and adopted through 

SOAR.  

Ellie Mae required surgery for a severely broken leg.  She has been adopted through Adopt an Angel and is 

living the good life. 

Mamma Z and Tiger were two cats needing eye surgery.  They are currently available for adoption. 

Petey, abandoned at Pawôs Place, was very ill.  He is currently available for adoption. 

Charlie was also abandoned at Pawôs Place, where he is now available for adoption. 

Zoe, adopted from Pawôs Place, was returned with medical needs.  She is currently available for adoption 

again. 

Bella, abandoned at Pawôs Place, is currently available for adoption 

Dottie, abandoned at Pawôs Place, is now available for adoption. 

Mr. Tiger was a very sick cat abandoned at Pawôs Place.  He has been treated and is currently in foster care. 

Bella, a young shepherd mix, was abandoned in Calabash.  She is available for adoption with Furever Friends. 

Fluffy and five kittens were abandoned and starving.  All have been spayed or neutered and are available for 

adoption from Cat Tails. 

We have done so much to be proud of to make our community a better place, both for the animals and the 

people who live here.  We choose to make a difference every day.  Please help us to continue this path.  Visit 

our website, www.paws-ability.org to learn more about Paws-Ability. 

By Janie Withers 

Paws-Ability Donations (continued) 
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Have You Considered Volunteering? 

The Paws-Ability membership application includes a section for new members to indicate areas in which they 

are willing to volunteer their time to further the aims of the organization.  Those areas include: fundraising, 

media, membership, internet/newsletter, legislative issues and subcommittees.  Many new members skip this 

section of the application, which is unfortunate because volunteers are needed in order for Paws-Ability to fulfill 

its mission.  From the volunteerôs perspective, active participation increases the opportunity to make new friends 

and gain that sense of fulfillment when you know you have been able to make a difference in an animalôs life. 

Perhaps more members will be willing to volunteer if they gain a better understanding of what efforts the various 

categories may entail: 

Fundraising ï During the year, Paws-Ability conducts a number of fundraising events, large and small, 

including the annual golf tournament, Wag Shag, a garage sale, an adoption fair and several microchip clinics.  

Depending upon the event, volunteer opportunities range from sponsorship and door-prize solicitation to 

greeting, registration, and helping with auctions, sales and raffles.  Those who can help with publicizing events 

by picking up or placing posters in local businesses are always needed.  Volunteers who will organize a 

microchip clinic or just help with registration of the pets are needed for each clinic scheduled. 

Media ï For each fundraising event, media coverage in advance and coverage after the event are critical to the 

success of the event and the reputation of Paws-Ability.  We need people with writing skills who will contact 

and provide material for newspapers, magazines, radio and TV for our events and to continue to maintain a high 

profile for the organization.  We need those skilled with cameras to memorialize Paws-Abilityôs 

accomplishments.  Those with graphic design skills are sorely needed to help with advertising events and 

helping with thank you ads. 

Internet/Newsletter ï If you have experience in web site design or maintenance, we would appreciate your 

volunteering to assist or back up our Webmaster.  We also need a ñdeeper benchò for the newsletter:  a person 

with editorial skills and experience in Microsoft Publisher, or two or more volunteers with one or the other skill 

sets.  We need more writers for the newsletter as well.  Writers can create articles based on their own ideas, or 

we can assign an idea for an article.  Anyone can make a suggestion for something they would like to see 

covered on the Web site or in the newsletter; just contact Janie Withers at jwithers2@ec.rr.com. 

Legislative Issues - Although Paws-Ability cannot ñlobby,ò that is, tell its members what candidate to support 

or what stand they should take on legislative issues, it is important to educate our members about legislative 

issues concerning animal welfare.  We encourage those who have an interest in researching such issues to bring 

them to the attention of Paws-Ability officers for communication to the members. 

Subcommittees (e.g., dog and cat boards, decorations) ï The dog and cat boards show pictures of pets in need 

of a home.  The boards, introduced at the 2008 Mardi Gras event, have become a Paws-Ability hallmark, with 

their own committee that regularly updates them and places them in the Frank Theater, Shallotte, and Ace 

Hardware in Calabash.  Volunteers are needed to update and move the boards regularly.  Volunteers are also 

needed to assist with feral cat transportation and to foster both cats and dogs.  Those who have talents in 

designing and crafting decorations are needed for fundraising events. 

By Carol Weaver 

mailto:jwithers2@ec.rr.com
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The Buzz around the water bowléé. 

     Isabellaôs story: 

I was a little pup when someone dropped me off at a mailbox with a pile of bones so I wouldnôt try to follow 

them.  I was so scared and confused.  Luckily the nice couple living in that house took me in and kept me safe 

until they could find a home for me.  

The next step on my journey was a foster home that had other dogs to help me learn manners.  I was safe and 

happy but somehow I knew this wasnôt home.  I waited every day for my own parents. 

The day after Thanksgiving, I met my new Mommy and Daddy.  I knew they were the family for me the minute 

I saw them, so I gave them my sweetest smile and cutest puppy dog stare (they never stood a chance).   

My forever home is with my new parents, Larry and Cherri Cheek.  They have lots of dogs in the family to play 

with.  My story has a happy ending; not all of them do. 

I am one of the lucky dogs.   

P.S. I am really smart.  I learned to wash my paws before I come in the house. 

If you are looking for a dog or cat, remember to check those shelters and rescues. We are lovable and valuable 

too.  Just ask my Mom and Dad. 

 

Kelsey says : 

ñDid you know rabbit droppings are the M&Môs of the dog world?ò 

 

By Cheri McLain 

Paws-Ability 2010 Membership Application  

__New  __Renewal 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP  $10. 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP   $15.   

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP  $50.  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________City________________________State___ 

Telephone _______________________Email________________________________________ 

I have interest in or would like to volunteer in the following areas: 

__Fundraising  __Media  __Membership __Internet/Newsletter 

__Legislative Issues __ Subcommittees, e.g., dog and cat boards, decorations 

A check for your membership can be mailed to: 

Paws-Ability  

P O Box 6174  

Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469  

or dropped off at First Bank on the Causeway in Ocean Isle Beach. 

Paws-Ability membership is a tax deductible expense. 


