
2009 Wag Shag ña Tremendous Success!  

January 2010  Volume 2, Issue 1  

THE WAGGING TALES  

Paws-Abilityôs Second Annual Wag Shag, which took place in October, was a 

tremendous success!  A total of 225 people and approximately 85 well-behaved 

dogs participated and helped raise over $8,500 to aid animal shelters and rescue 

groups here in Brunswick County.  During the afternoon four lucky dogs were 

adopted into permanent homes.  Co-chairs John Pannullo and Grace Schroeder 

worked tirelessly for over a year to plan this extremely successful event.      

The huge white tent at Sea Trailôs convention center was the perfect, festive 

setting for the day.  Canine contests included Best Kisser, Best Tail Wagger, 

Owner Look Alike, Smallest Dog, Largest Dog, and So Your Dogôs Got Talent.  

Our volunteer judges were Clarice Holden, John Humphries, Dr.  Ernie Ward 

and Dr. Mike Marino. They all did a wonderful job! 

Other volunteers included Tobin Henry, our tireless and terrific emcee for the day, and Amy Van Dyne, who provided 

expert advice on behavior modification.  Throughout 2009, Amy has generously donated her talents to work with dogs at 

the Southport Oak Island Animal Rescue (SOAR) and Tails U Win.  Some dogs had issues that prevented their adoption, 

but with Amyôs expert training each shelter dog she took on was adopted into a forever home.  So far thatôs over 20 dogs! 

Special thanks to all the great folks at Sea Trail, who really went the extra mile to help out.  They wore Wag Shag tee shirts 

and donated refreshments all afternoon and, most important, even waived the tent rental fee! 

Not all the volunteers happened to be human, either.  Netop the painting dog is a television celebrity who has been an artist 

since 2006.  A portion of the proceeds from the sales of Netopôs paintings is donated to animal shelters and rescue groups as 

his way of giving back for the care he received from the New Hanover Humane Society shelter.  His two beautiful paintings 

for the day were given to two lucky winners. 

Our generous sponsors very kindly supported Wag Shag and helped make it such a tremendous success, as did the many 

vendors, who set up extremely interesting and informative booths.  One of the exhibitors, Bill Raphael, was the lucky 

winner of our 50/50 raffle and generously donated all his winnings back to Wag Shag! 

Other highlights included Rescued Pets on Parade.  Many rescues attended and received a yellow ribbon, and proudly 

strutted across the runway. 
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Paws-Ability is a volunteer based nonprofit 
organization that raises money to aid 
existing animal shelters and animal rescue 
groups within Brunswick County, North 
Carolina.  
 
Paws-Ability also promotes responsible pet 
ownership and  educates the public on 
legislative issues of concern to our 
community regarding companion animals.  

Queen of Wag Shag Dixie Horrigan. 



Wag Shag honored 

Dixie Horrigan as 

Queen of Wag Shag. 

Dixie was found in 

Calabash in 2008, 

starving and very 

pregnant.  She could 

barely stand as she was 

delivered to the SOAR 

shelter.  She became the 

first mother to deliver 

babies in the new 

whelping house that 

Paws-Abilityôs donations helped build.  In the safety of the 

SOAR shelter, Dixie delivered ten babies.  Each looked just 

like her! Dixie was adopted by Randy and Amy Horrigan and 

began her new life as a beloved family pet.  

Tonka was crowned King of Wag Shag. Tonka had lived with 

and was loved by his master for many years, and went to work 

with him every day - until Tonkaôs master suddenly died.   

Tonka sadly sat by his body waiting.  With his master gone, 

he lived with the manôs wife for a while but was then turned 

over to a rescue group.   

Tonka is a nine year old neutered male, fully vetted, and 

weighs about 160 lbs.  Tonka lives with Amy Van Dyne, 

loves everyone and asks very little.  Tonka needs a retirement 

home where he can simply take his naps and be loved.  If you 

think you have a heart large enough for this gentle giant, and 

think you could give Tonka the retirement home he deserves, 

he is available for adoption through Tails U Win on Oak 

Island.   

Paws-Ability raises funds for rescue groups who were all in 

attendance: Furever Friends Animal Rescue, Cat Tails, Joy 

Makers, Noble Shepherd Rescue, Pawôs Place, Tails U Win 

and SOAR. 

By Mike Lynch   
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Netop the painting pooch 

demonstrated his skills for the 

Wag Shag audience. 
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Paws-Ability is two years old and counting!  Membership continues to grow as 

people realize the positive changes we can make in the lives of animals cared for 

by our local animal shelters and rescue groups. 

Fundraisers for 2009 began with Mardi Gras for Paws at Sharkeyôs in February, 

followed by micro chip clinics at Seaside Animal Care in Calabash and Capeside 

Animal Hospital in Leland.  Our annual yard sale earned nearly $1,000.  Our first 

annual adoption fair was a great day for eight dogs who were adopted, and we were 

able to raise more money to assist our rescue groups. 

Gold and Silver Connection of Calabash held a gold buy that facilitated donations 

to Paws-Ability, and we again participated in Belkôs Charity Day coupon sales.  

Calabash Seafood Festival was great fun and resulted in another record-setting day 

raising funds for homeless animals.  Local author Shelia Boneham was a speaker at 

our November meeting and held a book signing with proceeds donated to Paws-Ability.  

Our second annual Wag Shag at Sea Trail in Sunset Beach was a great success once again.  The first annual Crossfit 

Christmas Challenge on Sunset Beach to benefit Paws-Ability earned over $1,800, even with the unexpected change in the 

weather.  A grant received from Sea Trail Garden Club funded our donation of copies of Pet Me Safely by Amadeus, the 

Traveling Dog, which helps families understand the importance of teaching children to respect their newly adopted dog.  

Mary Cofer and Amadeus continue to support Paws-Ability through book sale donations on our website. 

Our memorial and gift fund continues to grow as members and friends make donations to celebrate the life of and mourn the 

loss of our pets.  Gift cards are carefully printed and personally written to provide a wonderful gift for birthdays, 

anniversaries, Christmas, or any other reason one needs to celebrate or observe.  A new member, Derillyn Harbeston, used 

her scrapbooking skills to provide over 100 handmade note cards that were sold to benefit our goals.  Each dollar raised 

makes a difference in another animalôs life. 

Our mission is simple.  With your help, Paws-Ability will continue to grow and make a difference in the life of one animal at 

a time.  I hope each of you will feel a sense of joy when you think about the animals that benefit from our fundraising efforts.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Janie Withers 

President 

Presidentõs  Message 
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Paws-Ability 2010 Membership Application  

__New  __Renewal 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP  $10. 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP   $15.   

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP  $50.  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________City________________________State___ 

Telephone_______________________Email________________________________________ 

I have interest in or would like to volunteer in the following areas: 

__Fundraising  __Media  __Membership __Internet/Newsletter 

__Legislative Issues __ Subcommittees, e.g., dog and cat boards, decorations 

A check for your membership can be mailed to: 

Paws-Ability  

P O Box 6174  

Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469  

or dropped off at First Bank on the Causeway in Ocean Isle Beach. 

Paws-Ability membership is a tax deductible expense. 

Paws-Ability volunteers sold 

sweatshirts at the first annual 

Crossfit Christmas Challenge. 



At Cat Tails we have lots of stories about adoptions:  ñThe Cat We Thought Would Never Be 

Adopted,ò ñWhen Our Favorite Was Adopted,ò ñLeast Likely to Stick Adoptions,ò ñWhy 

Hasnôt This Cat Been Adopted?ò and so on.  The best stories, however, are about the 

adoption of the wobbly cats! 

Cats with neurological damage often develop ataxia or lack of balance and are affectionately 

known as wobbly cats.  The damage can come from many sources including injury, or a high 

fever from infection or disease.  They appear dizzy and uncoordinated.  They frequently start 

walking in one direction, only to have their bodies take them in an altogether different 

direction, as if driving on ice.  Walking or standing still without falling is often a problem.  

They are less likely to jump on tables and counters and many have difficulty scratching 

vertical surfaces.  The long-term health prognosis of wobbly cats is unpredictable, but most 

live normal lives with no more health issues than any other cat.  They eat the same food, use 

the same litterbox, enjoy the same love and attention as any cat, and yet they are very much 

more endearing because of their clownish movement. 

My first experience with adopting wobbly kittens was several years ago. A tourist brought 

two tiny black kittens she had found on the beach to Cat Tails.  They had colds and eye 

infections.  After several weeks of treatment, Mary Lou recovered fully but Mariah had 

neurological damage from her high fever and was having a lot of coordination problems.  We 

kept the two of them together and hoped that as she grew, Mariah would learn to cope with 

her disability. 

On one of our weekend trips to Petsmart, we found a person who wanted to adopt Mariah but 

wasnôt sure she wanted two cats.  We were so worried about separating them that we had to 

tell the adopter about the special bond between the two kittens.  Mariah had trouble standing 

still to eat and drink so Mary Lou would stand right next to her and Mariah would have 

something solid to lean against.  After Mariah used the litterbox, Mary Lou would push the 

litter around to ñcoverò for her sister.  Mary Lou also shared all of the treats we put in their 

cage and helped Mariah play with their toys.  The adopter took both of the kittens.  Now five 

years later, Mariah is as wobbly as ever and just as when they were kittens, Mariah and Mary 

Lou are never very far apart. 

Recently we had two kittens that were the only young survivors in their feral colony after an 

outbreak of panleukopenia, an often fatal virus known as feline distemper.  Salty and Twitter 

were cared for by the person who feeds and monitors the colony.  They lived, but both 

developed ataxia.  Potential adopters would turn away when we mentioned ñspecial needsò 

without even hearing about their problem and what wonderful kittens they were missing.  

During our open adoption hours one Saturday, two women stopped by on their way to the 

beach.  One, Beth, was a visitor from Charlotte who was attracted to Salty, a flame point 

Siamese.  She asked if she could hold the kitten and I began to explain that he had some 

neurological damage.  When I started to tell her the effects of the damage, her friend 

interrupted me.  She told me that Beth is a nurse who works with people who have 

neurological damage and already knew the effects.  They played with Salty and his sister 

Twitter before making a quick phone call.  Beth decided to adopt both kittens.  Now, they 

have a forever home with someone who understands them and appreciates their uniqueness 

even more than most people could. 

By Trish Kelley 

Managing Director, Cat Tails Cat Adoption Services 

òWobblyó Cats 

ñWobbly cats... 

enjoy the same 

love and 

attention as 

any cat, and 

yet they are 

very much 

more 

endearing 

because of 

their clownish 

movement.ò 
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Some of the following information about vaccinations is the same for both cats and 

dogs in terms of diseases they can contract if no vaccine is given, e.g., rabies and 

distemper. 

Vaccines have small quantities of altered or ñkilledò disease-causing organisms.  

When administered, they will stimulate the immune system in the animal and help to 

protect that pet from disease.  Most cats and dogs receive  their initial immunity from 

their mothers at birth.  This immunity will last for about nine weeks in cats and six to 

12 weeks in dogs, during which they need to start receiving vaccinations.  Most 

veterinarians believe that cats and dogs need to be given vaccines for the most 

common and highly contagious diseases that cause serious illness. 

There are some who are concerned that multiple vaccinations might cause an adverse 

reaction in their pets.  Vaccine reactions are rare, but can occur in any breed of dog or cat.  If an animal has a reaction to a 

vaccine, the owner does not necessarily need to stop vaccinating his or her pet.  Your veterinarian will come up with a plan 

for future vaccinations that takes into account the best interests of your pet in the event a reaction occurs.  The safety of your 

pet is most important to your veterinarian.   

For cats, immunization is recommended for: 

Feline Panleukopenia (P), sometimes called feline distemper, is caused by a very resistant virus that can survive for over 

one year outside the catôs body and in unprotected cats. The usually fatal disease can infect unprotected cats at the rate of 90-

100%.  

Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis (FVR) , like the human common cold, is easily transmitted from one cat to the other and can be 

dangerous in any unprotected cat.  Kittens are particularly affected and effective treatment is limited. Even if the cat 

recovers, it can remain a carrier for life. 

Feline Calicivirus (C) is another upper respiratory-tract infection that is highly contagious. Treatment for this disease is very 

difficult, and once infected, the cat may continue to experience chronic sneezing and runny eyes and also be a carrier.  

Kittens require a series of FVRCP (all-in-one) vaccinations to protect against the three illnesses described above.  The 

vaccinations usually start between six and eight weeks of age with a booster every three to four weeks until they reach 16 

weeks of age.  Immunization boosters are then recommended on a regular basis. 

Feline Leukemia (FeLV), is the leading cause of death in U.S. cats.  It can infect the cat but lay dormant for months, if not 

years, and all the while the affected cat is transmitting the disease to other cats. There is a test available to determine whether 

your cat has this virus; if the cat hasnôt been infected, vaccination is highly recommended.  If the cat tests positive it can live 

a normal although shorter life.  In a kitten or elderly cat the catôs survival rate is poor.  A cat that is positive for FeLV  should 

live as an indoor only cat to avoid spreading the disease to other cats.  (While researching this article, I came across web sites 

that stated cats should not get the vaccine because afterward, the cat would test positive for Feline Leukemia.  According to 

the Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine, however, FeLV vaccines will not cause cats to receive false positive results.) 

Rabies is an incurable viral disease that spreads through contact with the saliva of infected animals.  North Carolina law 

requires that all dogs and cats get vaccinated by the age of four months and the vaccinations are kept up-to-date on a yearly 

basis.  There is a three year vaccine that can be given when renewal of the catôs shot is due.  Check with your veterinarian to 

see if your cat qualifies. 

Note: Once your cat is a senior (seven years and older), check with your veterinarian to see what, if any, boosters are 

recommended, but rabies must always be kept up to date. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 The following four vaccinations are recommended for dogs: 

Canine Distemper is often fatal and highly contagious.  It is spread by discharges from the nose and eyes of infected 

dogs and attacks many organs in the dogôs body.  Initial symptoms can include fever, listlessness, diarrhea and vomiting.  

Later stages affect multiple organs. 

Infectious Canine Hepatitis, whose symptoms are similar to those of the early symptoms of distemper, is spread by 

contact with saliva and infected urine and feces.  This disease causes damage in the liver and lungs. 

Rabies is an incurable viral disease and as stated with regard to cats, North Carolina law requires dogs to get this 

vaccination on a regular basis. It is spread through contact with saliva of infected animals through bites or a break in the 

skin.  

Canine Parvovirus is a very contagious disease spread through infected feces.  It is a highly resistant virus that can 

remain in the environment for many years.  It is a potentially fatal disease that is most severe in puppies and elderly dogs. 

 Three doses of the Dhppv (Distemper, Hepatitis, Parvovirus and Parainfluenza) vaccinations are given starting at six 

weeks of age with two additional given three to four weeks apart. The rabies vaccination is given with the last 

vaccination.  These vaccinations will help to protect your dog from contracting the diseases listed above. 

 Canine Tracheobronchitis This disease is caused by various airborne bacteria and viruses including Bordetella and 

Parainfluenza. It is spread as easily as the common cold.  It is a respiratory tract infection whose beginning symptoms are 

a dry hacking cough.  Canine Influenza is a highly contagious strain of the influenza A virus (canine influenza virus 

only affects dogs) and is just like the human flu.  The vaccinations for Canine Tracheobronchitis and Canine Influenza 

are not in the core of vaccinations recommended for dogs.  They are recommended by your veterinarian if your dog will 

be in close contact with other dogs such as in training classes, dog parks and boarding kennels.  The vaccination wonôt 

necessarily stop the dog from getting the respiratory infection, but will lessen the severity of the infection. 

 Keep in mind that veterinariansô opinions vary about booster vaccination requirements for your dog, so do your 

homework.  

 One thing not already mentioned is heartworms.  Heartworms are transmitted by mosquito bite that transmits the worms 

from an infected dog to a healthy dog.  Those worms then travel through the bloodstream and mature in the pulmonary 

arteries.  Monthly preventatives kill some of the immature stages of these worms.  Our area of the country is more prone 

to heartworm disease than cooler areas.  Your vet will probably give your dog a test for heartworms before selling you 

heartworm preventative.  

 Sources: Interview with Mike Marino, D.V. M., and Rebecca Szostak, from Ocean Isle Veterinary Hospital, about 

immunizations for both cats and dogs.   

The initial version of this report included some incorrect information.  We have checked with Dr. Marino for the 

corrected information and apologize for the earlier inaccuracies. 

By Ellen Rothenberg 

 

Immunizations for Cats and Dogs 
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Paws -Ability 2009 Beneficiaries  

July through December  

Paws-Ability disbursed a total of $21,230 in 2009 in response to grant requests from 

Brunswick County 501(c) (3) animal welfare organizations that requested funds for 

extraordinary needs not covered by their normal business operating expenses. 

Donations through June 2009 were presented in the July issue of The Wagging Tales.  The 

following describes Paws-Abilityôs allocation of funds during the second half of 2009. 

 

Joy Makers: 

Paws-Ability donated funds for medications, eye surgeries and care for abandoned cats 

suffering from illness and injury. 

Brunswick Area Responsible K-9 Owners (BARK): 

We made a donation to BARK for Brunswick County dog parks, the first of which is being 

constructed within the Shallotte District Park. 

Southport Oak Island Animal Rescue (SOAR): 

We funded eye surgery for Lucy, a senior Pekinese abandoned with eye problems.  Paws-

Ability paid for vetting for Buddy, a senior Poodle abandoned at the county animal control 

facility.  Buddy received necessary medical care and has been adopted into a loving home.  

We provided payment for medical care for Maggie and her seven puppies, which were 

homeless and very ill.  Paws-Ability contributed funds for Toesô thyroid surgery, which will 

replace the need for daily medication and improve her quality of life.  Our organization paid 

for treatment for Ernieôs seizure disorder, enabling this Shih Tzu to recover from severe neglect and abuse.  He is now 

living happily with a new family.  We funded eye surgery for Izzie, who has been adopted.  We paid for the catteryôs new 

flooring, required to bring the shelter into compliance with state standards. 

Furever Friends: 

Paws-Ability paid for surgeries and medical treatment for over 40 cats and dogs. 

Pawôs Place: 

We provided payment for Taffyôs surgery and medication, and contributed funds for medical treatment for Carolina, an 

abandoned dog with six puppies.  Carolina is now spayed and ready for the first permanent home she has ever had.  All of 

her puppies have been adopted. 

Tails U Win:  

Paws-Ability funded heartworm treatment for Jasper, who has since been adopted.  We paid for declawing a cat with 

deformed pads, and surgery for a cat that had been shot.  We contributed funds for the care of six puppies when the mother 

was unable to care for them.  Our organization also paid for treatment for Little Prince, who was abandoned and suffered 

seizures. 

Cat Tails: 

Paws-Ability paid for wheels for the large kennels so that volunteers could easily move the kennels when cleaning. 

Funds were also disbursed to assist the feral cat program on Ocean Isle Beach. 

As Paws-Ability grows, the assistance we are able to offer our rescue groups and shelters also grows.  We hope each of you 

felt a sense of joy when you read the names of animals that have benefited from our fundraising efforts. 

By Janie Withers 

Sadie benefitted from 

Paws-Ability membersô 

generosity in 2009 and 

now has a forever home. 


